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• The first detailed study providing baseline ecological 
data for the species at the northwestern extremity of its 
breeding range. 

• The mean clutch size of 2.3–2.4 eggs is consistent with 
that reported for temperate regions.

• This is the first study to quantify brood feeding events 
throughout the entire breeding season across varying 
brood sizes.

• The study identifies the effects of adverse weather 
conditions on food delivery rates.

RESULTS
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IMPORTANT FINDINS

“Common Swift is well adapted 
to breeding in the challenging 
climate of the west of Ireland, as 
long as suitable nesting 
opportunities are provided"
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