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“Common Sw1ft is well ;adapted
to breeding in the challengmg
climate of the west of Ireland, as
long as suitable nesting

opportunities are provided"
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Breeding calendar of the Common Swift
Apus apus in Ireland

Jarek Majkusiak’, Lynda Huxley?, John Young?® & Chris Huxley?
' Spencer Park, Castlebar, County Mayo

2 Carragjames, Castlebar, County Mayo

¥ Maguiresbridge, County Fermanagh

Corresponding author:
jaroslawmaijkusiak@gmail.com

Keywords: Common Swift, Apus apus, breeding
calendar, nest boxes

The breeding calendar of the Common Swift

was studied between 2016 and 2023 at two

swift nest box projects in Castlebar, County

Mayo, and Maguiresbridge, County

Fermanagh. In Castlebar, the mean dates for

all recorded events in the breeding calendar

were: arrival on 12 May (= 0.66); first egg on

27 May (= 1.13); first hatching on 23 June (+

1.72); first fledging on 4 August (+ 1.73); adult

departure on 16 August (+ 0.79); and an average length of nest occupancy of 99 days (= 1.33).
In Maguiresbridge, the mean dates were: arrival on 13 May (x 0.51); first egg on 26 May (+ 0.74);
first hatching on 14 June (x 0.66); first fledging on 25 July (+ 0.71); adult departure on 16 August
(£ 0.62); and an average length of nest occupancy of 101 days (+ 1.04). This research provides
empirical evidence of the breeding season duration for the Common Swift in Ireland,
highlighting the need to avoid disturbing known nest colonies between 20 April and 20
September. It is cruclal to refrain from any form of disturbance or renovation work in bulldings
hosting swifts during this period. Overall, both nest box colonies proved to be valuable sources
of information, affirming the reliability of swift box projects in providing insights into the breeding
calendar of the Common Swift in Ireland.
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Productivity analysis of the Common
Swift Apus apus at two nest box projects
in Ireland - Castlebar, County Mayo and
Maguiresbridge, County Fermanagh

Jarek Majkusiak
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Crossmolina (19 Neats)

Mulranny {1 Nest)|

| Newport (14 Nests) |

}Wﬂlpoll (29 Nests)

{ Loulsburgh (1 Nest)

| Dallina (62 Nests)

Lahardane (2 Nests)
Foxford (26 Nests) |

Charlestown (14 Nests)

Swinford (6 Nests)|
Ballyvary (3 Nests)

Kiltimagh (2 Nests)
| Castlobar (63 Nests)

f '
|Balla (Y Neul‘

Mayo Abbey (2 Nests)

(
| Claremorris (20 Nests)

Ballinrobe (17 Nests)

Cong (2 Nests)

|Shrule (6 Nests)

Kinlough (7 Nests) |
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