
This study presents a comparative ecocritical analysis of swifts as
they appear in Irish and Turkish literature and visual productions. It
brings together literary and media representations such as Niall Mac
Coitir’s Ireland’s Birds: Myths, Legends and Folklore and RTÉ’s
Mooney Goes Wild, alongside Ferit Yavuz’s Kuşlarla Filleri Yenmek:
Ebabil Öyküleri (Defeating Elephants with Birds: The Stories of the
Swift) and TRT’s documentary Akkarınlı Ebabil Kuşları (White-Bellied
Swifts) , Adrasan–Antalya. Through this comparative framework, the
study explores how swifts are constructed across different cultural
and textual traditions.
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Towards a Transnational Ecological Ethics

From the perspective of ecocriticism and the environmental
humanities, swifts emerge as more than ornithological subjects; they
function as narrative agents embodying migration, seasonality,
fragility, and resilience. In the Irish context, swifts are often framed
within discourses of conservation, urban biodiversity, soundscape
awareness, and environmental memory, reflecting tensions between
modern development and avian survival. In contrast, Turkish
literature and visual culture attribute layered theological, historical,
and moral meanings to the swift, frequently associating it with divine
intervention, justice, resistance, and collective memory. The
Adrasan-based documentary further situates the bird within a
specific Mediterranean ecology, extending these literary
representations into a visual environmental narrative.

This comparative analysis demonstrates that swifts serve as a bridge
between environmental consciousness and cultural memory in both
literary and visual contexts. Their migratory routes establish material
and symbolic connections across geographies, contributing to a
transnational ecological perspective grounded in shared vulnerability
and mobility. Ultimately, the study highlights how literature and visual
narratives foster an expanded ecological ethics that emphasizes
interspecies coexistence and interconnected environmental futures.
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Figure 1. Migratory routes and non-breeding
distribution of swifts across Africa, Europe,
and the Eastern Mediterranean, illustrating
transcontinental ecological connectivity.
Source: TRT AVAZ, Akkarınlı Ebabil Kuşları –
Adrasan, Antalya (2016).

Figure 4. Literary representations of swifts in Irish and Turkish 
contexts: Ireland’s Birds: Myths, Legends and Folklore by Niall 
Mac Coitir and Kuşlarla Filleri Yenmek: Ebabil Öyküleri by Ferit 
Yavuz.

Swifts are not only symbolic but also material ecological beings whose
migration connects distant geographies like Ireland and the
Mediterranean. Their seasonal return reflects ecological continuity,
while changes in migration and nesting reveal environmental
disruption. This highlights the swift as a living indicator of ecological
change and reinforces the urgency of environmental awareness.
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Figure 2. Swift eggs in a nesting site,
illustrating reproduction, fragility, and the
material conditions of avian life.
TRT AVAZ, Akkarınlı Ebabil Kuşları – Adrasan,
Antalya (2016).

Figure 3. Swifts in contrasting
ecological contexts: urban nesting
environments in Ireland and
coastal Mediterranean habitats in
Turkey.

 Swifts connect ecology and cultural memory across regions 

 They function as both biological and symbolic agents
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 They act as both biological and symbolic agents 


